STEALI NG FI RST
FADE | N:
| NT. LOU SI ANA SUGAR CANE M LL -- DAY (1957)

A sign reads "HOUMA SUGAR JUNE 1957 36 DAYS W THOUT AN
ACCI DENT" .

17-year-ol d boys work at nenial jobs. Al of themare
drenched with sweat.

Bl LL MAGEE and brother BUTCH MAGEE paint a railing. Butch
puts paint on his face |like war paint.

Bl LL
You gonna wear it like that?

But ch nods, and paints Bill's face the sanme way.
LYN ANGELL pulls his head out of a tank to show a shi ner.
Pl NK BELLEW passes by, carrying a |oad of scrap netal.

Pl NK
Ww. He got you good.

LYN
Yeah, but this time | got him back.

CAL KING fixes a boiler door while CRIP CORM ER | ooks on
Supervi sor ALONZO CASTI LLE, 30's, calls from an upper deck

ALONZO

Hey! Summer job or no, you finish

up or 1I'll put you in the fields!
CRI P

| ain't doin' darkies' work! Jesus!
CAL

Car ef ul ! "Lonzo started out in the

fields. And don't go blam ng Jesus.

RONNI E LE BLANC, 17, good | ooking, buff, noves a dolly of
sugar sacks to a | oading dock. He starts to unload sacks,
but stares out at the cane in the fields.

A STEAM VWHI STLE blows. End of shift. Bill, Butch, Lyn,
Pink, Cal and Crip find Ronnie on the dock. Two of them
carry basebal | bats.

RONNI E
Ready?

Pl NK
Where's your dad?



RONNI E
Comn' fromthe cane field. He's
always late. C non! Are we ready?

THE BOYS
Ready!

EXT. SUGAR M LL LQOADI NG AREA -- DAY
A pickup truck with "HOUVA SUGAR' on the side pulls up to

t he dock. Its driver, GQUJY LE BLANC, 30's, |eans out the
wi ndow.

cV)4

Hop in. Ronnie, up here with ne.
RONNI E

"Il ride with the guys.
c¥)4

Get in the damm truck. | want to

talk to you
Ron does. Wade-eyed, the others clinb in the bed.
GQuy drives off the |ot.
EXT. LQUI SI ANA ROAD -- DAY

The truck rolls down roads lined with cane fields and oak
trees.

Dust plumes up behind the truck. The boys are covered with
it.

| NT. TRUCK -- DAY

Ronni e turns the radi o knob as he drives.

RONNI E
Where's KMOX? The Cards are playin
t he Dodgers.

GQuy reaches out to punch a button. Ronnie swats his hand
away.

RONNI E ( CONT' D)
"1 get it.

QY
Li sten for Joe Garagi ol a.

RONNI E
"1l get it! Wia'd you wanna tal k
about ?



[cu)¢
You playin' Breaux Bridge?

RONNI E
Then Crowl ey, Perry, Breaux Bridge
again, and then the quarterfinals.

[cu)¢
You think you can beat people like
t hent?

RONNI E

Li ke the Braves? Heck, yeah!

(€9)1
Peopl e wi th savings accounts and
front porches. Lucky people.

RONNI E
So they have front porches. So?

GQuy takes a pack of cigarettes fromhis sleeve and lights
one.

QY
It's all we can do to stay one step
ahead of the col ored folk.

RONNI E
I'm4 and 0. Don't have to be |ucky
when you' re good.

(€9)1
| hope so, son. | do.

EXT. LQUI SI ANA ROAD -- DAY

The truck turns onto another road. Past shanties and shot gun
houses. Then into a dry plain and up to a nunici pal basebal
st adi um

| NT. TRUCK -- DAY

GQuy pulls to a stop.

QY
Knock 'em dead.

RONNI E
Gee. Thanks for the pep talk.

They exit the truck, GQuy to the stadium Ronnie to the boys.
EXT. STADI UM PARKI NG LOT -- DAY

BUDDY HUVAL, 17, and his father, VERNON HUVAL, get out of a
truck that says "HUVAL & SON' on the side.
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Vernon puts his arm around Buddy before they split up: Vernon
to the bl eachers, Buddy to the team

ANDY GUI DRY, 17, gets out of a truck that says "COAL TAR
BABI ES' on the side. He tries to wipe tar off his hands
with a rag. Joins the boys.

The boys AD LIB: "Hey, Andy, Buddy," etc.

They swat dust and sugar off thensel ves and each ot her, then
pull off their shirts and put on tattered, faded jerseys.

ANDY
Godam ghty, Buddy. You ever wash
t hat thing?
BUDDY
Not so long as we're winnin'. [It's

just gettin' good.

Butch puts his jersey on inside out. Bill puts his on
backwards. They | augh at each ot her.

CRI P
Dang sugar sticks to everyt hing!

Crip conbs his hair, prinps in the truck's side mrror.

ANDY
Be glad it's not roofing tar. Hey,
| heard there's a scout com ng.

RONNI E
You're kiddin'! \WWen?

LYN
Chanpi onshi p gane.

Pink m nces steps with his pinky fingers out.

Pl NK
Prob'ly sign one of the Bayou Braves.

CAL
And unto themthat hath, it shall be
given. Themthat has, gets.

ANDY
Be alifetime ticket outta here. No
nore tar, no nore sugar.

Butch and Bill straighten out their jerseys.
LYN

Hah! Waddaya think we'll be doin
when we graduate?



RONNI E
That'd be so great. Play nmajor |eague
bal I .

Ronni e sees ERASTE BERNARD, 30's, dissolute, drinking froma
fl ask.

RONNI E ( CONT' D)
And not have a worthl ess coach

Ronni e hol ds up a dil api dated bat.

RONNI E ( CONT' D)
| say, ready?

The boys reach in to grip the bat, their hands aligned up
the shaft.

THE BOYS
Ready!

Ronni e collars Eraste and drags hi m al ong.
They run into the stadi um
EXT. STADI UM -- DAY

Ronnie enters, looks at the field, the crowd. He's al
smles. He carries a worn-out baseball gl ove.

The ANNOUNCER s voi ce cones over the | oudspeaker.

ANNOUNCER (O S.)
Gooood afternoon, |adies and
gentl emen, wel conme to Pep Dupuis
Field here in Cecilia for an Anerican
Legi on contest between the Nina
Redbi rds. ..

The boys wave.

ANNOUNCER (O S.) (CONT' D)
...and Breaux Bridge's Bayou Braves.

A WAR WHOOP from t he bl eachers.
ANNOUNCER (QO. S.) (CONT' D)
On the field, Redbirds. Second base,
LeRoy Huval .
Buddy waves to his dad in the bleachers. Vernon waves back.
ANNOUNCER (QO. S.) (CONT' D)
Center field and left field, WI bur
and WIIiam Magee.

Butch and Bill nmake faces at each other and | augh.



ANNCOUNCER (O S.) (CONT' D)
First base, Lyn Angell.

Lyn gl owers at the crowd.

ANNOUNCER (O S.) (CONT' D)
Third base, Calvary King.

Cal, hands folded, is praying.

ANNCOUNCER (O S.) (CONT' D)
Right field, Andrew Jackson Guidry.
At short, Cristophe Cormer.

Crip waves to CHERI E LANDRY, 16 going on sexpot, who hangs
on the fence, her boobs jiggling.

ANNOUNCER (O. S.) (CONT' D)
Cat chi ng, Pinkney Bel | ew.

THE BOYS
Pi nk- ney! Pi nk- ney!

ANNOUNCER (O S.)
Pitching, Ronnie Le Bl anc.

Ronnie stands with Pink at hone plate. He talks like a radio
announcer - -

RONNI E
One of the finest pitchers in
basebal |

He makes a breathy sound |ike crowds cheering.

ANNOUNCER (O S.)
Redbi rds coach, Eraste Bernard.

Eraste puts the cap back on his flask and w pes his nouth.

ANNOUNCER (O S.) (CONT' D)
And now for the Braves..

The opposing team the Braves, line up in front of their
dugout in spotless new uniforns and throwi ng attitude.

RONNI E
Look at "em Dressed all pretty and
lined up i ke girls at a dance.

Ronni e takes the ball from Pink and wal ks to the hill.

ANNOUNCER (O S.)
Batting eighth, Aypee Dupuis. N nth,
Wade Lee G |l bert. Coach, Denis
G | bert.



EXT. STADI UM -- LATER

The scoreboard shows not hing, then goose eggs for two innings.
The sun beats down. People w pe sweat w th handkerchi efs.
Ronni e strikes out easily half the batters. Between pitches
he struts on the hill, ignoring AD LIB nasty coments "I've
seen better junk in a junkyard," etc. fromthe Braves' dugout.

When a ball is hit foul, the fans in the stands retrieve it
and give it back to put into play.

VERNON
Your boy's quite a pitcher.

(€9)
Better'n | ever was.

Fans on one side cheer when one of the Braves hits a fly
ball. They boo when Bill Magee catches it.

Elderly PEP DUPU S sits down next to BO BRASSEUX, 30's.

PEP
Bo Brasseux! You playing hooky from
t he bank?

BO

| do what | please, Pep.

PEP
My Gawd, it's hot.

BO
Hot as dog shit in a skillet. Your
grandson' s | ooki n' good.
At bat, AYPEE DUPUl S takes sonme practice sw ngs.

PEP
Aypee | ooks good ever' day.

Pink signals. Ronnie nods and windm|ls on the nound.

Aypee checks his swing, but the unpire, EDDY BARI L, calls
stri ke one.

In the stands, Bo watches while Pep nops his head.

BO
Yep, he's |l ookin' real good.

PEP

Right. Y know, Bo, now that Ear
Long's cal |l ed Bob Del canbre up to
the state house, we need a new mayor.



BO
You got Junior Sain.
PEP
Job' Il suit you when Junior's term

is over.

On the nmound, Ronnie throws again, and Aypee swi ngs. Strike
t wo.

Back in the seats, Bo studies the field.

BO
Mayor ?

PEP
On one condition. There's a scout
comn'. You make sure that scout

signs Aypee to the nmmjor | eagues.
"Il make sure you get to be mayor

At honme plate, Aypee swings hard and mi sses. Strike three.
Mor e boos.

As they trade sides, nore AD LIB trash talk fromthe Braves:
"White trash,” "Get themjerseys fromthe rag bag?" Etc.

The Redbi rds bat next and Andy Guidry wallops a line drive
to center. The Braves m sjudge it and Andy singles.

The Braves' pitcher gets halfway through his w ndup and halts.
Ronni e shouts at his coach.

RONNI E
He bal ked! Tell 'em That was a
bal k!
Eraste blinks at him
RONNI E ( CONT' D)
You don't even know what a balk is,
do you?!
Scor eboard shows Redbirds ahead 3-0 at the end of the third.

Signal s on: Ronnie and Pink make solid eye contact tinme and
again. They're in perfect synch.

On a Braves' pop foul, Ronnie covers first base while Lyn
catches the ball

More boos fromthe stands. Now the crowd is getting into
the attacks on the Redbirds.

Bo ri ses.



BO
Tell Junior not to get too confy.

He nakes his way to the Redbirds' dugout. He passes HOLMAN
"SCOOT" GROSHON, 30's, black, powerful, on the way.

BO ( CONT' D)
Qutta ny way, nigger.

Scoot stares at Bo for a long tine, then steps aside. Bo
passes and Scoot clinbs to the "Col ored" section.

Behi nd the Redbirds' dugout, Bo calls Eraste to the sideline.
He hol ds out a $50 bill.

BO ( CONT' D)
You need to get yourself another
j ob.

Eraste salivates at the noney, alnost takes it, but hesitates.

ERASTE
" mcoachin' so's | c¢'n pay off the
Legion Hall. Y know. For a drink

or two.
Bo pulls out another $50.
BO
Pay 'em off, and do your drinkin' at
Dotty's fromnow on. Get |ost.

ERASTE
Ri ght now?

Bo nods. Eraste takes the noney, heads for the parking |ot.
Scoreboard shows Redbirds 4-0 in the mddle of the fifth.
The Redbirds cone in for their turn at bat.

RONNI E
Think I can do what Don Larsen did?

BUDDY
You don't talk about it! Jinx it
for the rest of us!

Pl NK
You do it and I'll buy you a pack of
r ubbers.

RONNI E
And 1"l show you what to do with

"em \Were's Coach?
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Pl NK
Takin' a piss, | guess.

On the other sideline, Bo talks to the Braves' coach, DEN S
G LBERT, 30's.

BO
If | get that scout to sign Aypee,
Pep' s gonna nake nme mayor

DENI S
Then we better stop these Redbirds
or the scout won't | ook tw ce at
Aypee.

BO
It's al ready handl ed.

One of the Braves, Bo's son T-BO BRASSEUX, | ooks at his dad.

T- BO
Papa! | could be that good...if
Coach woul d |l et ne play.

BO
T-Bo, it's tine to tell the officials
the Redbirds are m ssing their coach

T- BO
But |I don't--
BO
Maybe 1'Il ask Denis here to give

you sone playing tine.
T-Bo takes off fromthe dugout toward the officials' box.
In the bleachers, a man in a straw fedora, JACK DOYLE, draws
stares as he clinbs to the Col ored section and stands next
to Scoot. They acknow edge each ot her but nothing nore.

On the field, Ronnie flexes his arm grimnmaces, pitches.
There's a Brave on first.

A Braves batter hits a line drive straight back to Ronnie,
who catches it, then throws to first to get the runner out.

Ronni e takes the ball from Lyn.

LYN
Coach ain't cone back

RONNI E
W don't need him

Ronni e massages his arm and w nces agai n.
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Up in the Col ored section, Jack Doyl e | ooks at Scoot G oshon.

JACK
That boy's got talent. You could
help himwth that arm

SCOOoT
He has bi gger problens than his arm

| NT. OFFI Cl ALS BOX -- DAY

T-Bo is talking to CHARLI E SAVOY, 50's.

The Announcer has his hand over the m crophone.
EXT. STADI UM -- DAY

One of the Braves hits a sacrifice single, scoring a runner
from second.

Scor eboard reads 4-2.

Charlie Savoy cones on the field toward hone plate. Eddy
Baril waves at Ronnie to hold up.

Charlie and Eddy confer. Eddy throws his cap on the ground,
then follows Charlie to the pitcher's nound.

Eddy says sonething to Ronnie.

RONNI E
What !

Pi nk bolts for the nopund.

CHARLI E
|"msorry, son. You have to forfeit
the gane. Those are the rules.

Pl NK
VWhose rul es? Rul es about what?

The Redbirds gather fromthe field onto the nound.

EDDY
Anerican Legion ball says you gotta
show up, have enough nen, enough
equi pnent, and a coach.

RONNI E
We have a coach, he's just - oh
wait. You don't want the Redbirds
to w n!

ANDY
Don't, Ronni e.



RONNI E
You stopped it 'cause of that! \Wose
idea was it? Huh?

CHARLI E
That's not it at all.

In the stands, the crowd boos.
T-Bo starts to jeer, but then hangs back.

T- BO
White...trash...filthy...buns...

Down on the field, Ronnie turns on the bl eachers.

RONNI E
Shut up, y'all! Shut up! Just shut
up!
LYN
It ain't fair!
RONNI E
What are we supposed to do now?
EDDY
Ri ght now you have to forfeit the

gane.
In the Col ored section, Jack Doyl e nods at Scoot G oshon.

JACK
Never anmount to anything with an
attitude like that.

Scoot says nothing. Jack starts down the steps.
Quy frowns at the field and turns to anot her spectator.

QY
What's goin' on?

The spectator shrugs. Bo approaches.

BO
Redbirds forfeit. Your boys are
pl ayi ng wi t hout a coach.

QY
Ain't their fault he's no-count.

BO
VWiyn't you get those boys a coach
with some of your wife's noney?
"Stead of letting it sit in nmy bank.
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[€9)1
You' d strangl e your own people with
a rosary, wouldn't you?

EXT. STADI UM PARKI NG LOT -- DAY

Pep and Aypee, Bo and T-Bo and Denis watch as Ronnie gets in
t he pickup and the team junps in the back

Bo in particular nmakes note of the truck as it drives off.

BO
In a Hounma Sugar truck, too.

| NT. TRUCK -- DAY
Guy argues with Ronnie.

[€9)1
You woul da | ost that ganme anyway!

RONNI E
Did you even notice | was w nning
before the gane was called? Ceez!

A song cones on the radio. Ronnie punches another button.

RONNI E ( CONT' D)
| don't wanna listen to that!

QY
"S good nusic. Not what Father Lusk
says nmakes young peopl e fornicate.

GQuy punches the button back.
RONNI E

Find sone fornicating nusic. How
"bout "Hound Dog"? See if | touch

mysel f.
(€)'

Ron. | think it's time | tell you..
RONNI E

Ch, here it cones.
(€)'

When | was your age..

RONNI E
| don't wanna hear it right now
Anyways, Pink told ne everything.

QY
Pink told you? How d he know?



14.

RONNI E
Maybe his Manma told him
€¥)4
You know all about it, then?
RONNI E
You coulda nentioned it a few years
ago. It's alittle late now. Just

drop ne at the Legion Post.
| NT. AMERI CAN LEG ON -- DAY
Ronni e enters, pauses a nonent at a trophy case.

There's a big trophy. And old photos: parades of Legion
basebal | teans surrounded by pretty girls.

And in a corner, a photo of soldiers with their arnms around
each other. He lingers on it a nonent until he hears--

Charlie and Eraste are tal king.

CHARLI E
Wll, Eraste, I'msorry to see you

go.

Eraste turns to | eave. Ronni e sees him

RONNI E
What the hell! \Wlere'd you go?
ERASTE
| quit.
RONNI E
In the mddl e of a gane?!
CHARLI E
Now, son--
ERASTE
You're | osers! Ever' last one o
you. | ain't coachin' a bunch o
| osers!

He brushes past Ronnie and exits.

RONNI E
You're the reason we | ost!

Ronni e rounds on Charli e.

RONNI E ( CONT' D)
Sone coach you gave us!
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CHARLI E
| thought you'd be by. Well, cone
on in.
| NT. CHARLIE S OFFI CE -- DAY
More like a closet with a desk and file cabi net.

Charlie switches on a fan.

RONNI E
So what now? \What about ne? And
t he teanf

CHARLI E

|'d be nore inclined to help you if
you' d'a kept your tenper today.

RONNI E
Kept ny tenper?! That no good--

CHARLI E
| know why you did it. Don't do it
again. Fact is, that Braves coach,
G lbert, is on the warpath. Filled
out a official formto disqualify
you. Alls it needs is a signature.

He hol ds out a sheet of paper.

RONNI E
G lbert's just a poor |oser

CHARLI E
Denis Glbert was a fine man before..
See, that's how it works. Favors
for favors. | made Eraste your coach
'cause he owed ne a favor

Ronni e pounds the desk.

RONNI E
So that's it? You're just cutting
us | oose?

The fan WH RS. A clock TICKS.

CHARLI E
Well, now, here's a thing. This
disqualification wll have to wait,
if you find a coach

RONNI E
How d | do that?
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CHARLI E
There is one man...m ght be what you
need.

RONNI E

Al right. Wo?

CHARLI E
Hol man G oshon.

RONNI E
But he's...he's a...he's...colored.

CHARLI E
Pitched in the nigra | eague, he did.
Wn the New Ol eans regi onal division
gane.

RONNI E
But | play for your post! You're
supposed to help ne, not--

CHARLI E
There goes your tenper again! Conme
her e.
Charlie exits the office. Ron follows.
| NT. AVMERI CAN LEG ON -- DAY
In the hallway, Charlie stops at the trophy case.

CHARLI E
You see that? 1937 team Three of
"em M | waukee Braves now.

RONNI E
Yeah, 'cause the Legion hel ped 'em
out!

CHARLI E
You're good. You could be in the
majors, like them All's keeping
you fromthat is your pride.

RONNI E
| can't go begging to a, a n--.
can' t!

CHARLI E

A Wi nning team woul d bring honor
back to Nina. You know where G oshon
lives?

Ronni e storns out, past the photo of the soldiers.
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EXT. LE BLANC HOUSE -- EVEN NG
An unfinished frame house with a screen porch on the side.

@Quy is in the yard. Ronnie wal ks past him YELLING and
SCREAM NG cone frominside the house.

I NT. LE BLANC HOUSE -- EVEN NG

More unfinished projects: the framng i s exposed on one wall,
a stack of doors in a corner, no woodworKk.

BABETTE LE BLANC, 30's, grabs the face of eight-year-old
| SABELLA.

BABETTE
A novie star? Hah! No studio would
et you in like that!

| sabella's face is a mess of |ipstick, eyebrow pencil and
tears.

| SABELLA
Brenda Brasseux called nme ugly and |
said | was gonna be a novie star

Babette tries to wi pe the nmakeup off.

BABETTE
Moni que Coneaux's asked tw ce about
her Congo Red lipstick. Now | have
to re-order it.

| sabel | a sticks out her tongue and runs away. Babette swats
at her and m sses.

BABETTE ( CONT' D)
Stay out of ny Avon, |sabell al

Ronni e enters.

BABETTE ( CONT' D)
She' |l be the death of ne before |
get her to Hollywood. She's
headstrong and | don't know where
she gets it.

Babette nobves to the kitchen.

BABETTE ( CONT' D)
You do okay? You won today?

RONNI E
No. We were ahead four-two in the
seventh so they stopped the gane.



I NT. KITCHEN -- EVEN NG
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Unfinished as well. Cabinets without doors, the fridge in

t he way.

BABETTE
" They' who? Wiy'd they stop it?

Ronni e enters after Babette.
RONNI E

Nobody's sayi ng. Daddy was about as
much confort as a priest with fleas.

BABETTE
Ronni e!

RONNI E
For all the consolation | got? 'Qve
it up." "You won't wn.' Ceez, Mana.

Babette | eans on the sink and | ooks out the w ndow.

She sees @Quy, in the yard, stubbing out a cigarette.

RONNI E ( CONT' D)

How can you...still |ike each other?
BABETTE
He was so full of promse. | used

to want to crawl inside him to see
the future through his eyes. Dropped
all my own plans to be a novie star.

They watch Guy use a penny to check the tread on a beater

A dsnobi | e.

RONNI E
Do you feel like that...any nore?

Babette ties on an apron.

BABETTE
| felt lucky he married nme when
was pregnant with you.

RONNI E
You always said it was the right
t hi ng.

BABETTE

Now | just want so much to get ahead.

They watch Guy work under the hood of the O ds.



BABETTE ( CONT' D)

VWhen he cane hone fromthe war, he

was up for pronotion at the mll.

t hought we'd get a new car, new house.

They watch @Quy slamthe hood of the car.
BABETTE ( CONT' D)

House | wanted, the pretty white one

where the Arcenauxs |live now? W

couldn't afford it. So he started

to build this one.
Babette w pes off the counter.

BABETTE ( CONT' D)
And then...that stopped, too.

RONNI E
What happened, Mama?

BABETTE
The pronotion fell through.

Sound of FOOTSTEPS on the screen porch.

RONNI E
Why ?

BABETTE
Al onzo Castille got the job.

Guy enters.
| NT. LE BLANC HOUSE -- NI GHT

The famly sits down to the supper table.
scrubbed cl ean.

QY

| sabella is

Get used to it. Forfeiting is what

Le Bl ancs do best.

RONNI E

VWhat | do best is win. Wwen |'mon

t he nmound, | can do anyt hi ng.
He begi ns passing a bow of mashed potat oes

CV)

Ch, you're good at baseball. Gane's

al ways cone easy to you

RONNI E
Baseball's inportant in this town
W nni ng woul d bring back honor to
Ni na.

19.
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cV)¢
Qut in the real world, things don't
conme so easy.

Ronni e passes a bow of green beans.

RONNI E
That's your notto, isn't it? 'Don't
expect anything and you won't be
di sappoi nt ed?

QY
Sure be easier on you.

RONNI E
Come July, Redbirds'I| be on top.

QY
Showi ng up in rags and playing with
beat -up bats so everybody sees how
poor we are. Babette: tea.

Babette passes the tea pitcher to Ronnie, who gives it to
Quy.

BABETTE
Guy? This is his last summer. |f
he wants to dreant-

(€9)1
Li ke our dreans? Your handprints in
cenent or me as a country gentl eman?

BABETTE
Don't start that again.

She picks up a carving knife and begins to cut the | egs off
a scrawny chi cken

QY
You wanna know ny dream Kkids? That
your mama here turns | oose of the
twenty four hundred dollars she got
when her daddy di ed.

BABETTE
GQuy. Dammt.

QY
We could pay off the loan on this
house! Put us on Easy street!

RONNI E
Mama?
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BABETTE
And you coul d buy anot her boat |ike
the one, sank after three days?

GQuy st ands.
QY
| could finish the house--
Babette stands, still holding the knife, and they face off.

BABETTE
Don't cost a dine to put a door on
our bedroom but no! You go out al

ni ght - -
RONNI E

We coul d get a good coach- -
BABETTE

No! | have plans for that noney.

| "' m gonna buy nme a business.

CV)

Li ke hell you are!

BAB

ETTE

An investnent in the future!

CV)

This whole famly's gone crazy! You
wanna pl ay baseball, you wanna be a
nmovi e star and now your Mama fancies
hersel f a bi dness wonman!

BAB

ETTE

Well? |If you can't get us ahead,

then | will!

| SA

BELLA

Coul d you pl ease stop argui ng!

GQuy storns out of the house.

| NT. LE BLANC SCREEN POR
| sabella lies on a cot.

RON
You shoul da see
had a no-hitter
sevent h.

-- N GHT
Ron sits on a box next to her.
NI E

n me today, lzzy. |
going 'til the

| SABELLA
| don't know what that neans.
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RONNI E
It was good. A dream gane.

| SABELLA
Sonetinmes | dream|'min Hollywood
and |'mpretty.

She cries. Ronnie w pes her tears.

RONNI E
My dreamis, there's a man com ng
called a scout. |If | can play for
him he can get ne with a big-Ieague
t eam

| SABELLA
VWhat' Il | do if you | eave?

She ri ses. Ronni e does, too.

RONNI E
You just said you wanna be a novie
star.

| SABELLA
It's just a wwsh. [1'll never be a
star.

RONNI E

You been listenin' to Daddy.

Ronni e picks her up and sits down on the cot, with her in
his | ap.

| SABELLA
| don't like it when everything' s
sad all the tine.

RONNI E
Yeah. Feels like everything's falling
apart.

| SABELLA

|'"' m scared sonet hing's gonna happen.

RONNI E
|"m scared nothing wll.

Ronni e gi ves her a hug.
RONNI E ( CONT' D)
Now go inside and | et ne have ny
bed.

Ronni e ki sses her on top of her head. |zzy gets up and goes
into the house.



Ronnie lies on the cot. Sounds of LOCUSTS and CRI CKETS.

Then, fromthe front room RAD O SHONS.

Ronni e stares at the darkness.

EXT. VACANT FI ELD -- DAY

Sonme of the boys stand around tossing a baseball.
LYN

Hey, Pink, that pup of yours gonna
be a good huntin' dog?

Pl NK
Yeah, | got himfetching rawhide
bones now.
CRI P
Why bot her practice if we can't play?
RONNI E
Crip, could your dad coach us?
CRI P
My step-dad's always travelin'. W
real dad, who knows where he is?
RONNI E
Butch? Bill? How 'bout your dad?
Bl LL
He' d be great.
BUTCH
As soon as he gets out.
CAL
Ronni e, would your dad do it?
RONNI E
Naw. He's got us losin' before we
suit up.
CRI P
Al fathers are dunb.
CAL
Ack! Honor thy father--
BUDDY
Hey! | get along with ny Pa!
LYN

At | east he don't beat the tar outta
you. No offense, CGuidry.

23.



ANDY
My dad says the snell of tar is the
snell of nmoney. Then he treats ne
i ke the hel p.

Pl NK
At | east you have fathers.

LYN
Wsht | didn't.

CRI P
Let's go. M stepdad's got the
Pl ayboy with Jayne Mansfield on the
cover.

The boys AD LIB "Wo hoo,"” "All right,” "Wo's the
centerfol d?" etc.

Bl LL
M ght as wel .

BUTCH
We can't pl ay.

Al of the boys trail off except Ronnie and Pink.

Pl NK
You conmin'?

RONNI E
| need to find us a coach.

Pl NK
And give up havin' fun?

He slugs Ronnie on the arm Ronnie glares at him

RONNI E
Watch the arm

Pl NK
W don't need a coach. W don't
need to pl ay!

RONNI E
That scout's com ng.

Pl NK
VWho cares? He ain't lookin' at ne.

RONNI E
It's a break.

Pl NK
Well, 1'mgonna enjoy ny sumer.
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RONNI E
| just want a break...

He shakes his head, and watches Pink wal k off.
EXT. SCOOT GROSHON S HOUSE -- DAY

A converted feed store on a sun-baked road. A separate |ean-
to shack wth a stove pi pe.

Two bl ack nen, FRANKLIN and MARCEL, sit on the front porch.

Ronni e drives by in the Adsnobile. Then he drives by going
the other way. Then he drives up a third tine, pulls up
onto the dirt outside the house, parks, gets out.

RONNI E
Mor ni ng.

Ronni e nounts the stoop.

Franklin sharpens a stalk of cane wwth a machete. Marcel
cl eans a shotgun. The nen do not acknow edge Ronni e.

Scoot Groshon cones to the screen door, startles Ronnie.

RONNI E ( CONT' D)
Hello! 1'mRonnie Le Blanc, | pitch
for the Nina Redbirds baseball team

Scoot does not open the door.
RONNI E ( CONT' D)
Sir, I'd like to show you how you
can be part of history--

SCOOT
|"m al ready part of history.

Scoot wal ks away fromthe door
The two nen | augh at Ronni e.

FRANKLI N
Take off, boy. Scoot's busy.

MARCEL
He ain't comn' out.

Ronni e hesitates, then calls through the screen door.
RONNI E
M. Goshon! Actually, sir, | need
your help. Hello?

Marcel |oads his gun, closes it and chanbers a round.
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